
 
 

 

 

 

 

For Release on 5 November 2013 

Media Release 
Er. Dr Lee Bee Wah led dialogue with Small and 

Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in engineering sector 

to address challenges faced in evolving business 

environments 

The Institution of Engineers, Singapore (IES) organised outreach 

programme under the SME Workgroup formed by the Ministry of Trade 

and Industry (MTI) 

The Institution of Engineers, Singapore (IES) presented today the “Dialogue on Concerns 

and Challenges of SMES” for SMEs to surface the challenges they face in restructuring 

and raising productivity, following the formation of a new Workgroup formed by MTI to 

strengthen support for SMEs. Er. Dr Lee Bee Wah, Member of Parliament for Nee Soon 

GRC led the session as a member of the SME Workgroup.  Er. Dr Lee is also a IES past 

president and a principal partner of an engineering SME. 

To comprehensively capture the concerns and needs of the SME community in the 

engineering sector, IES invited government agencies including the Building and 

Construction Authority (BCA), Inland Revenue of Singapore (IRAS), Ministry of Finance 

(MOF), Ministry of Manpower (MOM) and SPRING Singapore; as well as professional 

bodies such as the Association of Consulting Engineers (ACES), Singapore Institute of 

Architects (SIA), Singapore Institute of Builders (SIBL) and Singapore Project Managers 

(SPM) to participate in the dialogue and share their views. 

At the session, SMEs also had the opportunity to learn about the range of schemes and 

resources available for them to tap upon from SPRING Singapore and other public sector 

agencies. 



 
 

 

“In an increasingly complex business environment, SMEs have to face a myriad of 

problems that hinder them from growing into their fullest potential. SMEs in the 

engineering sector, in particular, have to cope with changing demands related to 

manpower and rising business costs,” said Er. Dr Lee. “The dialogue organised by IES 

plays a critical role in providing a platform for its members to voice out their concerns 

so that the relevant government agencies can explore ways to help them, thereby 

realising the goals of the SME Workgroup.” 

 “The SME Workgroup is an excellent initiative by the government to keep abreast of the 

road blocks and bumps that SMEs run into in the course of their growth,” said Er. Chong 

Kee Sen, Deputy President, IES. “As an engineering professional body committed to 

driving the growth of the sector, IES aims to continuously create interactive platforms 

like this dialogue for engineering SMEs to overcome pressing challenges and move to 

new levels of growth locally and internationally.”  

The “Dialogue on Concerns and Challenges of SMEs” took place on 5 November 2013, 

Tuesday, from 7 to 9.30pm at the IES Multipurpose Hall at 70 Bukit Tinggi Road 

Singapore 289758. 
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About The Institution of Engineers, Singapore (IES) 

The Institution of Engineers, Singapore (IES) was formally established in July 1966 as the 

national society of engineers in Singapore. IES is the premier engineering institution in 

Singapore and is called upon by the Government to provide feedback on professional 

engineering matters.  

IES is well represented among the faculty members of the major engineering institutions 

of higher learning in Singapore. Through close collaboration with the local universities 

and polytechnics, IES organises courses, seminars and talks for engineers and IES 

members to advance the continuous development of engineers.  

The Institution maintains close links with professional organisations of engineers 

regionally and throughout the world. These include organisations in Australia, China, 

Japan, United Kingdom and the United States. The Institution also represents Singapore 

in the ASEAN Federation of Engineering Organizations (AFEO) and the Federation of 

Engineering Institutions of Asia and the Pacific (FEIAP) in promoting goodwill and 

fellowship among all engineers in ASEAN and the Asia-Pacific region.  

Through its Engineering Accreditation Board (EAB), IES obtained full signatory status in 

the Washington Accord (WA) in June 2006. The entry grants IES the authority to 

represent Singapore, the first country within the ASEAN region which has obtained full 

signatory status in the WA, to vet education systems under the WA mutual recognition 

framework.  
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